Saturday 


DECEMBER 23, 2017 


Dr. David Samadi is 


NEW SANCTIONS ON N. KOREA 


The UN Security Council moved to significantly 
choke off new fuel supplies and ordered North 
Koreans working overseas to return home. World, 9. 


MIT JANITOR RELEASED 
Francisco Rodriguez, who fled El Salvador years ago 


and was detained in July by US Immigration and 
Customs, is free while his case is appealed. Metro, 4. 


SURGEON FACES TWO SUITS 


accused in the controversy 


about double-booking surgeries. Metro, 2. 


Tax overhaul could benefit self-employed 


Lower bills await many 
who adopt status of LLCs 


By Tim Logan 
GLOBE STAFF 

Workers toiling in the “gig” economy could be 
getting a tax break. 

A provision in the federal tax overhaul that 
President Trump signed into law Friday will 
sharply lower taxes for many small-business 
owners, from the pizza shop on the corner to the 
small manufacturer in the industrial park. 

But the $1.5 trillion package could also re- 
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President Trump signed the federal tax 
overhaul on Friday. Nation, 8. 


duce taxes for some in the growing army of free- 
lancers and contract workers who are being used 
by corporate America to thin the ranks of full- 
time workers. Software coders, house painters, 
Uber drivers, even the grocery-delivery guy — all 
could potentially benefit. 

That’s because the new law changes the way 
“pass-through” companies — which pass profits 
directly to their owners as personal income — are 
treated in the tax code. Now many will be able to 
cut 20 percent off their taxable earnings. Some- 
one earning $50,000, for example, could only 
have to pay taxes on $40,000. 
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Everything is in place as the Knightly family prepares for Christmas in Wendy MacLean’s dollhouse. The china was not cheap. 


A VERY FINE HOUSE 


With incredible skill 
and precision, an 
artist builds on her 
tiny Victorian dream 


By Billy Baker 
GLOBE STAFF 

OWELL — It’s Christmas 

again in the tiny village of 

Littlebury, and the 

Knightly family is burst- 

ing with anticipation. The 
tree has been trimmed with orna- 
ments, and stacks of presents have 
been placed carefully below. Logs roar 
in the fireplace. The fine china has 
been set on the table for the coming 
feast. 

As Father comes in the door from a 

trip to London, carrying gifts from the 
finest shops, everything is immacu- 


late. And very small. For Littlebury, 
and the Knightly family, do not exist 
except in the mind, and the meticu- 
lous handiwork, of a 48-year-old Low- 
ell woman named Wendy MacLean. 

Since 1994, MacLean has been cre- 
ating a Victorian-inspired dollhouse — 
and a story for the family she imagines 
living in it — with painstaking detail. 
Most of it is handmade, with a preci- 
sion that defies belief. 

There is running water in the kitch- 
en. Each room is wired for electricity. 
In the drawers of the handmade furni- 
ture are tiny period linens, miniature 
silverware, and stacks of letters writ- 
ten by the members of the family, each 
with their own unique, very tiny hand- 
writing. 

“I don’t usually tell anyone about it, 
because they’ll wonder what a grown 
woman is doing with a dollhouse,” 
MacLean said. “I can get really self- 
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Boston 
reverses 
on school 
start times 


Responding to parents’ 
concerns, city will not 
make changes next fall 


By James Vaznis 
GLOBE STAFF 

The Boston school system, bowing to wide- 
spread opposition from parents and a growing 
number of city councilors, is abandoning its plan 
to change the opening and closing bells for 
schools across the city next fall, officials an- 
nounced Friday. 

In making the announcement on the first day 
of school vacation, Superintendent Tommy 
Chang said he would work collaboratively with 
school communities to develop new bell sched- 
ules “for future years.” 

The reversal occurred just two weeks after it 
was announced. 

“Over the past few weeks, we have heard from 
families, staff, and stakeholders that there are 
concerns with the implementation of the new 
start and end times policy,’ Chang wrote in a let- 
ter e-mailed to families. “After reflecting on this 
feedback, we understand that while the new 
schedule would achieve our goal of supporting 
academic success for all ages, the shifts to many 
school start times caused a more significant dis- 
ruption to family schedules than we intended.” 

The letter represented a major retreat for 
Chang, who was insistent on implementing 
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Striking balance, 


he won respect 
regulating the 
fishing industry 


By David Abel 
GLOBE STAFF 

He’s been called a Neanderthal and the most 
reviled man in the region’s fishing community. 

At a public meeting broadcast on national TV, 
a fisherman once accused him to his face of lying 
for a living. 

As the regional fisheries administrator of the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra- 
tion, John Bullard has drawn ire from all sides — 
fishermen, environmentalists, and politicians 
alike. His decisions have been routinely contro- 
versial, and he has rarely minced words in de- 
fending them. 

Yet he has also earned widespread respect 
during his tenure as the region’s top fishing regu- 
lator, the rare public official willing to say what 
he thinks, no matter how unpopular. Earlier this 
year, he even publicly criticized his bosses, an of- 
fense that nearly got him fired. 

As he prepares to retire from one of New Eng- 
land’s most influential — and thankless — gov- 
ernment positions, Bullard, 70, has few regrets. 

“This job involves decisions that make some 
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ia Questions 
p, for Brady 
r aa He became testy 
; when asked 
about the Alex 


Guerrero situa- 
tion. Sports. 


Enberg dies 
The veteran 
sportscaster was 
82. Obituary in 
Sports, 7; appreci- 
ation in Sports, 5. 


Slop shot 
Saturday: Sleet turns to rain. 
High 43-48. Low 31-36. 


Sunday: Sunny, pleasant. 
High 38-43. Low 31-36. 


Complete report in Sports, 12. 


VOL. 292, NO. 176 


* 
9 


Because of the 
holiday, the 
Good Life sec- 
tion is not run- 
ning in today’s 
| paper. The tele- 


Suggested retail price 


$2.00 


47725 


51617 


Mil | 


vision listings 
are in Sports, 9. 
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BU program offers 
path through anxiety 


By Megan Thielking 
STAT 

Evan Jones was excited when he 
signed up for a contemporary art 
class at community college. Then the 
professor announced the course 
would focus heavily on class partici- 
pation. 

“That was the first class that I 
dropped,” he said. 

Jones’s severe anxiety has shad- 
owed him for years. He’s struggled to 
pipe up in class and to make friends. 
His anxiety was so acute, he left high 
school; after getting his GED, he has 
bounced around, taking classes at 


three colleges over the past five years. 

“Tve never really found the right 
place for me,” he said. 

Then he found a program at Bos- 
ton University that promised to do 
what every other school had failed at: 
support him as a whole person, not 
just try to push him through credit 
after credit. 

For the past three years, BU has 
offered one of the few programs in 
the nation dedicated to teaching stu- 
dents the coping skills that will give 
them a shot at getting back into 
school or work while managing their 
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KAYANA SZYMCZAK FOR STAT 


Tve never really found 
the right place for me.’ 


EVAN JONES, who has struggled to get a foothold in college 


